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Abstract 

It is claimed that Arabic satellite television networks have set the translation and 
interpreting standards for other media networks worldwide. This unsubstantiated claim, 
which includes subtitling, voiceover and dubbing, largely stems from the confusion in 
research in this area about the definitions, functions and applications of these modes of 
voice translation not only in Arabic media but also more alarmingly in Translation and 
Media Studies at large.    

This paper examines these translation modes and techniques at Arabic media networks 
and argues to the contrary. It distinguishes two main models that are being confused with 
one another, highlights weaknesses in the current practices at these networks and 
suggests ways to remedy the situation.  
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(������!�� (�?�L!�� (�>�.!�� (���$�E!��L� �G (������!�� (�	�w!�� (�'	�,!�� (�!�;�g�� (���M'g��P�95���K�� (EO�.!� �9'	
7 `?> �.!� 

�!��.'B� )� ��S!� C$�J �G )��?' �M' C$� d�� �[��"5� �[$��� ]�O�S.�� �E'7 �! �(� �[��M5�� ]1E�E5 C�w% W�5 C$� d�� $�7 &�

 (�!��.'B� <	�%g� (4�� �� � �� �7 �wM!�� �L!� (4! )�M!�8 a� -18 &� UJ (LD!� �G 6! A1�Z &� C�\7 )�4! ��E' d!J I	��;^U ����B�

)Auslan(��G (����S�g� (4�!�� )��8�?!� .S.�� $/� &#�$�J `<�� )�lC�\B� )�4�!� (��KG d���9.�f��� �9K�b� �9.��f�� .`S^� 
���$!� �9� `O�^� `O��� �9b��
 �B (LD!� &� n�Q5 )
�>�"��,.E!� ")��eB� W�5 -� �.'� �;.N� �!"(,�Q.E!� ." d�� �\z x�=�

<	�?.E!� ��$�M!� �G kGB� k�^� (�9S? !� I"# <
$ .E!� ")�G��=!�".G?���E=!� ��;� ���G (�>���B� )�>�f!� C$�J �G `�E� )�$������ .

&�,��E!� ��c% �N/ �G �?�E� ��w� �G ��S� A1��!� &� �EO� `?>�(��� !� (4�!�� �M;!�� �$D.� �?>� ����� $�� �G k��� �7 aM/ �

_�L� W�5 (�B� (��� !�m�4�!� -1.'U� h�� <�R� !� .��� (^�E� �?��� `�\$G (���;)�9K,�5 �7 W����bri TAniyyah (���8 d�� �

a�!"!� ��� !� �1�g�!��#� !� &O�EI$�' A�"� k �� C��� �(�LG �\_+b� k?D� `:Speak a civilized language (4�!� $L�5 �
���� $�� �G �#� �(����S�g� .�
jG4aE5� aw5 �9. )�4�!� &� "(���$!�"C�\B� .[+�7 (���;��� (M5�> (�S� �G )��?���E=!� iL.?� �G `M.> �

� (��� !� )��eB� iL5 (EO�.!�� )�4�!� �G (LLQ.�A�b�� aES!� 4R���Q!�� ���E!� A�.(���8 (E*��!�� .
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$Q.'U� &� �QN5 ��$�G (;�!(���4!� 	�M\B� �G P�L?.�! �*1 .'U� �� 

�(���4!� -� f!� �7 	��B� I"# ae�� i�j5 P�L?.!� &�$�G &� �9�G �� d�� �(S��$!� )
� 5
 �M� (,*�Z� ( ?;L� P*�L\ A�,^J� &���eB� &�R$D.E!� )��e7 |��\J �9E#7 �P/���� -���

(S��$!� .LE!�� (�G�,f�! I�#�O �G i!�Q� ��B� �"#�(�/�$ ��	��.!�� 	�M\B� )��f� �G �E�'U �
)���*�R�!���[��E� 
�S!� �1�g�� ._��O &� ]�$*�Z ]�$9O _�;.� P�L?.!� �J x��� &� (ER� 

h�� E!� aE !� &� _���S!� F � ���^ d!J W!l m
c�G �P?!�� )�L!� (?���� �G $#�fE!� .�a !� 
[�K� (���?!� I"# �GM>��� �G <	�9E!� &w!� �� x��5 �� ����'� �	��;^U�� ]�Ew� 	�;.5 P�L?.!� (

�>"5 (�E#7 ml ��b {ML5� (�wfE!� I"# .# (���N�g� I
� �j� ��eB� )�L!� ��E' �J a��1�
���$� i*�Z )�e ��E' &� ](��	� d?b �=>7 (��S5 x$O.�G <�G��.E!� h� !� (��N� �7 W%U�

[�	�M\J ]�;��% h� 5 �.!� Z�,�.!� (%�%�[$���5 �9�,'7 �G ���M5 U �9?� ��M> &>	 �G (�*�+,!� 	� %� 
P�L?.�! (�G�> (��N� .!J (MN?!�� (�M�N!� )�	�M.�U� C$�J I"#� �'�!� W!l �G P�L?.!� d

�%�ME!� @M�! (�?��!� )�
$DE!� &� W�#�� ���1�g� .
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(��1�g� <�,;!� �� �G<��\B� (���� �w� ��.!� a*��'�!�� )��?�.!� )�G��5 �)��*�+�,!� W��5 `�? (��8�?!�
 (��� !�� � (�� ����� n�.�J &� ��%�ME!� ��9O�.�J &�� ���> �9+ � �(S��$!� d�� �9�O �G $E. 5 (�SN�

 (L�\	 ����� �9EK �� (�O	�\ )�>�% n�.�J &� �9+ �� (�E�$/ �7 (���=!� (O	$!� &� .N�� &�� <
	�
�>�% �95
�O �G `5��,5 �(�>���7� (���;��� ).$���5 &w!� W��5 )��*�+�,!� (����4!� _�!�=E!�� -��� �!

 a�?5� (��S.!� W�.� 3,.D5 ����� ��$�5 �G �9, N� �! ���>7 A���' �I
�� �7 aw� �����M!� $#�fE!� d!J
 ���G �7 (���D!� 	���M\B� )��f��� ���G W��!l (��EO�.E!� ��	����.!� �]�MN��� <$�� E!�� .9.�� $���G )��*�+��,!� `��S

 �G �(���;��M!�� (�>���B� (e�Q�� �(�M?OB� )��^	B�� )��*�+,!� �9� ��9?� (�	�M\g� �E�'U �(��� !�
 �9?�!� ��# �"�# �j�� ��9?� ]��?� ���#��b� (���*�R�!� �����M!�� 	�M\B� )��f� �G (�M?OB� )��eB� (S��


 (���1�g� )�N�'cE!� W�5 $���5 �7� {�DL!� (�/���E!� �#F�4� {!�L�!�� _�'�?E!�� m�N�!� �9?�!� �
�Q!�� 6��5�	�9�� 6�5�O��.��� $#�f�E!� (� �M8 &�� ��K?!���(G$9.N�E!� )�� E.SE�! (�	�+�D!� �.&��w!�

 (����E� )�	���M.�� d���� ���[�?M� ]�	����/ &��w� ���! x�B� �����E!� ���G (��S��$!� (�����4!� a*���'�!� W���5 
���E.�� �7
 (.��R ���� � a� �#� �"# �G <�MQ�! 	��.G�x�SE! .G6���� 5� ���;��M!� 	�E .'1! a��;!� ��	�.!� �b�

 0E .N�E!� -� f!� �� <��MQ!� &�����;��M!� C$�! &�w5 ��! <�7���G (���S.!� .!� 
��E.�� L�?�awf�� UJ P
��MN�D!� ��G "�\j5 )���?�5� ����� � �^� �$.N5 �! �.!� ����M!� F � �G ��?#� �?# �= M�� 
�$D�

 �9�$! &w� �!� ����Q!� W�5 �9�� �.'� d!J a�E!� .���> �TE!� P�L�?.!� &�� �S+�� ����;��M!� a�� !� �
)�L��!� ��EN��! ����E.#� m7 ���� 5 U ���.!� (��S��$!� ��$��E.��� ��?,���'7 ���E> �6���!J ����S.?E!� j��S! ���E��G

��eB� .�1w!� C�DG t��M5 �# $��B� �9!�G��9! a�Q� �"w# �7 �6��j� U m"�!� $#�fE!� d!J ��� �1w!
 ��eB�"i�Q.E!�"6! ��.w� U� .&�� ���=> �G ����E� �! (S��$!� d!J �9�G ��$E� �.!� )U�D!� �G� 

����B� �?,���'7 ���E> ���E# �(�5�L��!� (��EO�.!� &��� &���;E� &���� �� ��5�L��!� A���;.�U�� �5�L��!� a���=E.!�
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�$�! 	���M.5 ��TE!� �(�G�DL�!� �95�����D5� (�	�M\g� �#��	��5 �G �E�'U &�;E?!� &�� ��;�QG $� � �9
�[$O <
�$D� �^��� �G UJ �&�;E?!� &�� ��,!� &� (D^�� <�wG.

ÛaòîËýjÛa@òîmì—Ûa@ò»,Ûaë@òîãbîjÛa@òîmì—Ûa@ò»,

(��� !� )��*�+,!� 
�E.��� <$���E!� -���'7 (�S��$!� (���*�R�!� ��9S����� (��	�M\g� �95��f�� ��G)a� !�
 3��,!"���$��.!�"��/B� ���# -����?# d��!J )dubbing(��G �0$XA�f��!� 0�0�����$������TSu�0
6��ST�
� �:6��X?��Z� 6f���� �

(�O�M�$!�� n�M�$!�� :A�f�!� 	$L�.� ���� (?N�D!� (��M;!�(���
�N �5�L�!� a��=E.!� ��9� �����M!� W��5
)voice acting(�����Q!� $����!�5 <
�����J� $�����5� <����>�DE� ���$���E!� ������ @����D� �(����b1M!� �!���� E!��

 ��L�E!� ���eB� )�L��! �����M!� C��.DE�! (M)paralinguistic features(���eB� )�L�!� ���>7 A���' �
]���EN� �7 �[��.w�.$���G .E!� �$�D 6�^�,Q��� 6���,5	�� 65��e <$��� 6�5�M� ��G �u���G �$�D.E!� ��G	 

d�w� �J� 6��=� ���e ���eB� �$�D.E!� ���e �J� 65��e F�,\ 6+�,\ �J� 65�e �G	 65�e ��eB�
=� dw��J� 6� �]�$����5 I$��/ a �' �7 ��;� �7 WD^ ��� � ��E�G ���7 �>��N�!� mT�E�.!�)behavioral 

mirroring (�����'�w �� �����' ���# ��	�����.!�� )��f��?!� ���G x����M�� ����b ����MQ!� a���?5 �7 h����.,�� ���.!� 
(���^�E!� &� <��M> (O	$� ����M!� C�.DE!�� .�7 &� W�#�� ����E5 �� �;.N�� ���57 �E?�7 &� �fM!� 

)U�� ,�U�� i�8�� !�� ���fE!� &� �#��b� p��5	U�� d'B�� ��D!�� _+4!�� i; !�� _D!� )�	��7
 ��\�� X(4! V$���!� V(G� � d!J (O�D!� ��
 (���N�g� ��'��B�� .0��� &�EG u�EN�� �7 u��� � ��wM5 <7���� 

�7 �� � ]���O 	�+.� ]1,8� �_^�b 6�7 �� � ]�M^�b ��L� ]1O	� �wM5 �9�7 ]�����D�� �_4' �*�O 6
��9.N�� �w9.� 6�7 �� � ��9.N�� �w9.�–&�� ��\��� ����E!� _�>�> &� �#$�7 ��> �lJ UJ �9�!� 

�f���M!� ����9G� � U �����M .�! k���*��8� Z�����	 ����E9!� m�.f���E!� .)����4�!� d���;Q.5 (���N����g� )U���� ,�U�G
 ]��f��� 0�f��M!� &��D� ���?� a�� S� ����� �����#�O d��!J )�
���,E!��.�N��5 &��wE�� A�
B� &��� ����?!� �"��# (�E

 (�b1M!� (�5�L!� (EO�.!��)rhetorical Voice Translation .( (b1M!��#�# �?���&Nj.!� <�/� ���M!� ��R
x�D!� d+.�E! �1w!� (���;��(�5�e ���\ &� ����M!� C�.DE!� _��L� ��� .

U� ��7 A�;.� �5�L!�)voiceover(G �	$?� �E.��
I�+�,!� I"�# �G)��* .$��!�5 ��# �5�L�!� A��;.�U��
 C���.DE�! (M��L��E!� �!��� E!�� �����Q!� $���!�5 <
����J d��!J A���S�!� ��
 �$��9!� (��4�� ����eB� )�L��!�

������M!� .)U��� ,�U� &��� ���[�!�\ �[$����D� $���$S!� )�L��!� ����w� a���.)�L��!� ����w� �7 W��!l �+��.�� U� 
�.w� �7 ���9K�� _���4� ���*�O awf��� �7 ���[��> �[��EN��� ����eB����[�.d���M� �7 &N��D.NE!� &��� 6���7 $����

 �[��EN��� ����eB� )�L��!� (����$M!� ���G ���R���%1.!�� )�,Q!���� 7$��M� a��e��,!� &�������9K� d��.� )�L��!� 
$E!��Z� �G ��eB� )�L!� ��E' $#�fE�! {�.� @�D� ��\��� �;�E!� &�� �� W!l &���� 6�?�� (�L!�
��!� � (S��$!� �M� x��?E!� �$D!� �7 �/ &� Z� �/�$L��MQ!� (�.A�
B� &�� ��?!� �"# (�EN5 &wE��

(����M!� (�5�L!� (EO�.!���)Communicative Voice Translation.( 

8�K�� �i!cE�! ��EO�.!� a�!
��� .
9���M!� �#�^�.!�� ifw!�p�LGg�� {.���M!� �7 �# ���M.!�� ���M!� &�� ��,!����?S!� aE� ���M.!�� ��N�!� aE� .
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a�=E.!� �+.�5 (��*�R�!�� (�	�M\g� (S��$!� �j� h��.GU� _� E!� j;Q!� &��5�L!� .G=E.!� a�
 �5�L!�7 �E> �?,�')����D.!�� ��	��.!�� 	�M\B� a�� �G (���^�E!�� 
��D!� 7$ME! i!�Q� .�7 W!l

 �[Nw� �w 5 U (,*�Z �e�?� 6�!J i�+� ����M!� m�.DE�! (M��LE!� �!� E!�� ���Q!� $���5 �]?��7
$#�fE!� d!J �9��� ���E!� k*��D!� �7 �MQ!� �]/
�e�� (���N�g� (��S.!� &� 6#�M.�� ��L5� �.!

6�!J �9��� �MQ!� a/�� x��D�<	�L!�� )�L!� �M� .�E!�9�7 m7 �(���8j5 ( �M8 �1�g� ( �M8 `��>�
� a�=E.!� ��G 6^�� (�,�>� �MQ!� a�� �G (�*��.�� �M� ��8j.!� (��E� �G �\z a��� �5�L! �^� �MQ!�

 (y�� n	�\�$D!�(��eB� .

!� ��7��eB� �$D.E!� �?O &�� (���;EV��$E!� a=EE!� �?O� ��\z _� � ��7 �9G.6� ,5 �� �#� 
)��*�+,!��w� �#$��5� (�M?OBa(��� !� )��*�+,!� 	��b� (/�E� .�[�>l ��eB� �$D.E!� ��> �l�G

6S��$� �>l )�e 6! ��	�.\� .���$� d=�7 )�e �9! ��	�.\� d=�7 �$D.E!� ��> �lJ��95�e F4� �
$E!� )�L!� <
�O &� �K?!��K � �G ��w� m"!� ������y,!� )�L> ����B� )�e �7 ��l�S!�� 


���!� ��e��B���(�� E!.� �l�G &�",?E!� I�E� 5 �� �$� �� P�L?.!�� (S��$!� )��?�5 ��G� � U
'7 &�(�#�S!� -�4!� $#� � �G �#
��6�G ��;MQ.�G .|�'B� �?�.!� r�f!� �7 _O��!� a� �G

��f?! (�5�L!� (EO�.!� (��*�R�!�� (�	�M\g� ��	��.!�� 	�M\B� )
�+.!� $�!�5 �#)contrast ( &��
 �\�� d�� &�5�L!� $�7 d4;� U @�D� ���$E!� )�L!�� ��eB� )�L!�G��eB� )�L!�� -	�+.�

�	�M� U�  �N� U �[S�S^ �$D� 6!������M!� <
�� &� 6G�L�� ��$L!�� $#�fE!� _�L�
���7 �
w'J d!J 	�L���eB� )�L!� )���5 awf� �G �$D� �E> �� �K �(��*�R�!� ����M!�� )��f?! .

a�$� )�e d!J n�.D� U� d=�B� &�� �>"!� &� �	$� �����M!� �G ��Q%B� C�� lJ $#�fE!��
��eB� )�L!� k��;� m�=�7 �7 m�>l �� �7 �� �� ���e7 �1w! (S��
 �# 6 EN .d=�B�� �l�G

� ��L5 (SV��$E!� 6�jwG �[	��\ 	�Q� �>"!�� �lJ� �F�DE!� )�e�#	J �5�5 ��� 5 �9�j>� &�$#�fE!�
 	�R�{�"!� d!J ��N �7 |���O� 5�� W%� d�� 	�S,�U�!A��!J �EN� �7 $#�fE!� �,w� 1G 

�9���l7 d�� |�$� �[$�7 �j> 6 ^��� 6�D� ��b �G xZ�?!�� $��L!� Z��E!� )� �"E!�� &� �"E!�
�95�e �,5��G6 G	 d!J (O�D!� ��$5 @�� F,Q?�� 6 G�! (O�� U @�� �� �7 �[+�7 _O��!� &EG �

�9�1> ����?� �7 �9��,�+.N� &�"!� |�?!� �1>� @�
��7 �G Z�f?!� )��eB� W�5 aED.��)�4! &
C�\7 .

10 )� �"E!� C$�J x��5 "�"> (��N!� �G �w�5j� �����M!� �"#`�/�.��"> (��N!�� (��wE!� (w� "�95�e ( G�	 k��5� <jSG F�M5 �R
"�.�?��b `�/�.� ."��jwG�[e�\ �[��E� �[���� �.�?��4! .
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$��! (�5�L�!� (��EO�.!� &�� �E?��!� �"�# i���� 5 ��G �������4!� ��=���M!� i���.\�)(��S��$!� m7 (`N��M.!��
 (S��$!� &�� )�,�� .!�)dubbing(�5�L!� x�$�g��)revoicing(��9?�� ��E�G )��,�� .!� I"# `�\�$5� �
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